Ethanolamine oleate injection has been used as a sclerosing agent in the treatment of esophageal varices.
Ethanolamine oleate injection has been used as a sclerosing agent in the treatment of esophageal varices.
We prepared 4 kinds of sclerosing agents for visualizing varices by mixing ethanolamine oleate with contrast media, iopamidol and meglumine amidotrizoate injections. The viscosities and osmotic pressures of these agents were measured.
The time required to discharge a given volume of each agent through a syringe, a tube and a puncture needle under the pressure of 2 kg/ 2. 6 cm2 was measured.
The ability of visualization was observed by X-ray fluoroscopy.
Ethanolamine oleate injection containing 30% iopamidol (EO-IP 30) was less viscous. Furthermore, the value of osmotic .pressure of EO-IP30 was almost the same as that of normal saline.
The viscosity of the agent was related to the time required discharge a given volume of the agent.
The time for a discharge of EO-IP 30 was shortest. Good fluoroscopic visualization was obtained in all preparations.
These results suggest that EO-IP 30 is a useful agent for injection sclerotherapy of esophageal varices.
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